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Urban Design Development Standards

Land use diagram; aerial view from southwest
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implementat ion

As the ITP project moves towards implemen-
tation, the next steps involve a combination of 
transportation planning, fi nancial planning, 
preliminary engineering, and land use plan-
ning tasks. 

Key next steps include the following:

• Complete a Financial Plan for the proj-
ect that identifi es the federal and local funding 
sources that will be used to cover the capital 
and annual operating and maintenance costs 
for the Locally Preferred Alternative.

• If federal funds are to be pursued for 
the project, complete the assessment of poten-
tial environmental impacts and document the 
results consistent with the requirements of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

• Incorporate the Locally Preferred 
Alternative into the Long Range Transportation 
Plan for the Birmingham metropolitan area.

• If federal funds are to be pursued for 
the project, report the required project infor-
mation to the Federal Transit Administration 
so that the project can be considered for per-
mission to enter the Preliminary Engineering 
(PE) stage of project development.

• Complete Preliminary Engineering 
and Design for the project and further update 
and refi ne the project costs and fi nancial plan. 

• If federal funds are to be pursued for 
the project, submit the required project infor-
mation to FTA and request permission to enter 
Final Design and obtain a Full Funding Grant 
Agreement (FFGA).

• Complete Final Design and Construc-
tion of the project and initiate operation.

The proposed alignment was chosen in part 
based on its ability to support the transit-sup-
portive development vision for the corridor. 
The diagram on the facing page illustrates the 
progression of transportation and land use 
planning activities. Transportation and land 
use planning processes should continue on 
parallel paths. The transportation planning 
process will continue with environmental doc-
umentation, project development, and the pos-
sible preparation of federal New Starts/Small 
Starts Project Information. Key decisions to be 
made as part of this process include incorpo-
rating the LPA into the cost constrained Long 
Range Transportation Plan, determination of 
institutional arrangements, and development 
and approval of the fi nancial plan. 

Implementation of the Transit District Plan and 
parking recommendations can begin immedi-
ately, as the transportation planning process 
moves forward. Key actions for implementa-
tion include incorporation of Transit District 
Plan elements into the Form-Based Zoning 
Ordinance currently being developed for the 
City Center, and the adoption by City Council 
of regulations consistent with Transit District 
Plan and parking study recommendations. 

Coordination between the City Public Works 
Department and the Bus Rapid Transit Project 
team should take place immediately to identify 
improvement projects along the Transit Streets 
within the City Center.  Facilitating planning 
and implementation of new Public Works proj-
ects concurrently with the construction of the 
BRT alignment will minimize disturbances to 
businesses and residences immediately adja-
cent to the Transit Streets.
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transit planning process

land use planning process

previous studies
- Strategic Regional Multimodal Mobility Plan
- Transit Development Program
- Regional Transportation Alternatives Analysis

alternatives analysis
- Identify Preferred Technology
- Identify Preferred Alignment
- Identify Stop Locations
- Develop Financial Strategies

environmental documentation 
and project development

- Finalize Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA)
- Include LPA in Long Range Plan

FTA new starts process
- Determine Institutional Arrangements
- Approve Financial Plan

master plans
- UAB Master Plan
- BJCC Master Plan 
- City Center Master Plan

master plan implementation
- City Center land Use Plan
- Form Based Code
- Streetscape and Street Configuration Plan 

transit district plan

parking study

transit district plan implementation

FTA finding of no 
significant impact

project construction 
grant aggrement

adopt key 
regulatory changes

final design & 
construction
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Appendix

transit street infrastructure standards: summary

BRT BRT

8’-0” 
typ.

13’-0” typ.13’-0” typ. 10’-0” 
typ.

10’-0” 
typ.

8’-0” 
typ.

10’-0” 
typ.

12’-0”-
15’-0” typ.

12’-0” - 15’-0” 
typ.

(varies)

70’ - 72’  typ.

96’ or 100’  typ.

(varies)

Two-Way Transit Street—Standard 1 Two-Way Transit Street—Standard 2

BRT BRT

7’-0” 
typ.

13’-0” 
typ.

13’-0” 
typ.

10’-0” 
typ.

7’-0” 
typ.

10’-0” 
typ.

10’-0” 
typ.

10’-0” 
typ.

60’  typ.

80’ - 82’  typ.

(varies)(varies)

Street Type Two-Way Transit Street—Standard 1 Two-Way Transit Street—Standard 2

ROW width 96’ - 100’ typ. 80’ - 82’ typ.

Pavement width 70’ - 72’ typ. 60’ typ.

Traffi  c movement two-way two-way

Design speed 25 mph 25 mph

Traffi  c lanes 2 lanes 2 lanes

Traffi  c lane width 10’ typ. 10’ typ.

Turn lanes 1 lane n/a

Turn lane width 10’ typ. n/a

Access type Alley only Alley only

Access spacing n/a n/a

Median width 10’ typ. n/a

Parking lanes 8’ typ. 7’ typ.

Transit lane width 13’  typ. 13’  typ.

Sidewalk Refer to Table 4.2A, 
Green Streets

Refer to Table 4.2A, 
Green StreetsPlanter strip

Actual curb radius 10’ typ.; 
15’ at turns in BRT route

10’ typ.; 
15’ at turns in BRT route

Eff ective curb radius 15’ typ.; 
20’ at turns in BRT route

15’ typ.; 
20’ at turns in BRT route
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Appendix

BRT

One-Way Transit Street

8’-0” 
typ.

13’-0” 
typ.

10’-0” 
typ.

8’-0” 
typ.

10’-0” 
typ.

17’-0” 
typ.

14’-0” 
typ.

46’ - 50’  typ.

80’ - 82’  typ.

(varies)(varies)

Street Type One-Way Transit Street

ROW width 80’ - 82’ typ.

Pavement width 46’ - 50’ typ.

Traffi  c movement one-way

Design speed 25 mph

Traffi  c lanes 2 lanes

Traffi  c lane width 10’ typ.

Turn lanes n/a

Turn lane width n/a

Access type Alley only

Access spacing n/a

Median width n/a

Parking lanes 8’ typ.

Transit lane width 13’  typ.

Sidewalk Refer to Table 4.2A, 
UAS and 1WS StreetsPlanter strip

Actual curb radius 10’ typ.; 
15’ at turns in BRT route

Eff ective curb radius 15’ typ.; 
20’ at turns in BRT route

Predominant 
Ground Floor 
Use

Pkg 
Lane

Edge 
Zone

Furnishings Zone Throughway 
Zone

Building 
Frontage Zone

Planter Strip Width/Type Sidewalk Width + Buff er

UAS and 1WS (Urban Arterial Streets and One-Way Streets)

Cultural/
Institutional

No
1.5’

6’ min. Tree Lawn 6’ min; 
8-12’ optimal

0’ along lawn or 
groundcover; 1’ 
along screeningYes 4’ min. Tree Lawn

Residential
No

1.5’
6’ min. Tree Lawn 6’ min; 

8-12’ optimal
0’ along lawn or 
groundcover; 1’ 
along screeningYes 4’ min. Tree Lawn

Commercial n/a 1.5’ 4’ min. Tree Lawn
6’ min; 

8-12’ optimal
Optimal sidewalk 
width extends to 

Frontage Line

Green Streets

Cultural/
Institutional

No
1.5’

6’ min. Tree Lawn 6’ min; 
8-12’ optimal

0’ along lawn or 
groundcover; 1’ 
along screeningYes 4’ min. Tree Lawn

Residential
No

1.5’
6’ min. Tree Lawn 5’ min; 

6-8’ optimal
0’ along lawn or 
groundcover; 1’ 
along screeningYes 4’ min. Tree Lawn

Commercial n/a 1.5’ 4’ min. Tree Lawn 6’ min; 
8-12’ optimal

Optimal sidewalk 
width extends to 

Frontage Line

Table 4.2A Public Frontage Standards

Source: Form-Based Zoning Ordinance, April 16, 2008 draft, by KPS Group; excerpted 
by EDAW




